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Riot Act Charlie Fox was a notorious 19th-century highwayman who
terrorized the roads of England. His real name was Charles Fox, and he
was born in 1790 in the village of Wragby, Lincolnshire.

Fox's criminal career began in 1815, when he was arrested for horse
stealing. He was convicted and sentenced to transportation to Australia, but
he managed to escape from prison and return to England.

In 1816, Fox began his career as a highwayman. He was known for his
daring robberies and his ability to evade capture. He would often disguise
himself as a gentleman and ride a fine horse, making him difficult to
identify.

Fox's most famous robbery occurred in 1818, when he held up a
stagecoach carrying a large sum of money. The robbery was so daring that
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it made national headlines, and Fox became a celebrity.

Fox's luck ran out in 1820, when he was captured and arrested. He was
convicted of highway robbery and sentenced to death. He was hanged at
Newgate Prison on October 14, 1820.

Fox's death did not end the legend of Riot Act Charlie. He became a folk
hero, and his story was told in ballads and plays. He is still remembered
today as one of the most notorious highwaymen in English history.

Appearance and Modus Operandi

Fox was described as a tall, handsome man with a fair complexion and
dark hair. He was often seen wearing a black mask and a long coat, and he
always carried a brace of pistols.

Fox's modus operandi was to approach a stagecoach or other vehicle on
horseback, and then to demand the passengers' money and valuables. He
would often threaten to use violence if his demands were not met, but he
rarely actually harmed his victims.

Influence and Legacy

Fox was one of the most successful and notorious highwaymen in English
history. He terrorized the roads of England for several years, and he
became a folk hero to many people.

Fox's influence can still be seen today in the many ballads and plays that
tell his story. He is also remembered in the name of the Riot Act, which was
passed in 1715 to help prevent riots and other disturbances.



Fox's life and crimes continue to fascinate people today. He is a reminder
of a time when highwaymen roamed the roads of England, and he is a
symbol of the lawlessness and adventure of that era.

Additional Information

Fox was also known as "The Gentleman Highwayman" because of his
polite and respectful demeanor towards his victims.

Fox was never actually read the Riot Act before he was hanged. The
name "Riot Act Charlie" was given to him by the press.

Fox's body was buried in an unmarked grave at Newgate Prison. His
grave was later discovered during the construction of a new prison
building, and his remains were reinterred in a churchyard in London.
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