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A sharp knife is a chef's best friend. It makes food preparation easier, safer,
and more enjoyable. But even the best knives will eventually dull with use.
That's why it's important to know how to sharpen your knives properly.

In this guide, we'll walk you through the basics of knife sharpening. We'll
cover everything from choosing the right sharpening stone to using the
correct technique.

Step 1: Choose the Right Sharpening Stone
The first step is to choose the right sharpening stone. There are two main

types of sharpening stones: water stones and oil stones.

Water stones are made from natural or synthetic materials, such as
sandstone or ceramic. They require water to lubricate them while
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sharpening. Water stones are generally considered to be the best type of
sharpening stone for beginners.

Qil stones are also made from natural or synthetic materials, but they are
lubricated with oil instead of water. Oil stones are not as popular as water
stones, but they can be a good choice for sharpening harder knives.

When choosing a sharpening stone, it's important to consider the grit of the
stone. Grit refers to the size of the abrasive particles in the stone. A lower
grit stone will remove more material from the knife, while a higher grit stone
will produce a finer edge.

For beginners, we recommend using a medium grit stone, such as a 1000-
grit or 1200-grit stone.

Step 2: Prepare the Sharpening Stone

Once you've chosen a sharpening stone, you need to prepare it before use.
If you're using a water stone, you need to soak it in water for at least 15
minutes. This will help to soften the stone and make it more effective.

If you're using an oil stone, you need to apply a few drops of oil to the
surface of the stone. This will help to lubricate the stone and prevent the
knife from sticking.

Step 3: Hold the Knife Correctly

The way you hold the knife is important when sharpening. You want to hold
the knife at a consistent angle to the sharpening stone. The ideal angle is
about 15 degrees.



To hold the knife correctly, place your thumb and forefinger on the top of
the blade, near the bolster. Grip the handle with your other hand and hold
the knife at a 15-degree angle to the sharpening stone.

Step 4: Sharpen the Knife

Now it's time to actually sharpen the knife. Place the heel of the knife on
the sharpening stone and slowly draw the knife towards you, using even
pressure. As you draw the knife towards you, lift the tip of the knife slightly.
This will help to create a curved edge on the knife.

Repeat this process until the entire edge of the knife is sharp. Be careful
not to over-sharpen the knife, as this can damage the blade.

Step 5: Hone the Knife

Once the knife is sharp, you can hone it to further refine the edge. Honing
is a process of lightly running the knife over a smooth surface, such as a
honing steel or a piece of leather. This will help to align the edge of the
knife and make it even sharper.

To hone the knife, hold the honing steel or piece of leather at a 15-degree
angle to the knife. Gently run the knife over the honing steel or leather,
using light pressure. Repeat this process several times until the edge of the
knife is smooth.

Step 6: Stropping the Knife

The final step in sharpening a knife is stropping. Stropping is a process of
lightly running the knife over a piece of leather or a strop. This will help to
remove any burrs from the edge of the knife and make it even sharper.



To strop the knife, hold the piece of leather or strop at a 15-degree angle to
the knife. Gently run the knife over the leather or strop, using light pressure.
Repeat this process several times until the edge of the knife is smooth.

Knife sharpening is a simple process that can be mastered with a little
practice. By following the steps outlined in this guide, you can keep your
knives sharp and ready to use for years to come.
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