
Fishing For Lightning: The Spark of Poetry

(Photo by Laurent Perrin on Unsplash)

Poetry, like lightning, is a mysterious and awe-inspiring force. It can strike
with sudden inspiration, illuminating the world with its brilliance. Yet, it can
also be elusive and unpredictable, leaving us to wonder where it comes
from and how we can harness its power.
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In this article, we will explore the parallels between fishing for lightning and
the creative process of writing poetry. We will discover the techniques,
tools, and mindset of a "lightning fisher" and how they can ignite our poetic
spark.

Casting the Line

The first step in fishing for lightning is to cast the line. This involves setting
up the conditions for inspiration to strike. Just as a lightning fisher carefully
selects the location and timing of their expedition, poets must create the
right environment for their creativity to flourish.

This may mean setting aside dedicated time for writing, finding a quiet and
inspiring place to work, or engaging in activities that stimulate the
imagination, such as reading, listening to music, or spending time in nature.

Baiting the Hook

Once the line is cast, the next step is to bait the hook. This involves
providing the inspiration that will attract the lightning of creativity. Lightning
fishers use a variety of bait, including:

Personal experiences: Our own lives provide a wealth of material for
poetry. Writing about our joys, sorrows, fears, and dreams can help us
connect with our emotions and find our unique voice.
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Observations of the world around us: Paying attention to the details
of our surroundings can spark poetic insights. Notice the beauty of
nature, the quirks of human behavior, or the hidden meanings in
everyday objects.

Reading and studying poetry: Immersing ourselves in the work of
other poets can inspire us with new ideas, techniques, and ways of
seeing the world.

Prompts and exercises: Using writing prompts or engaging in
creative exercises can help us break out of our comfort zones and
explore new territories of expression.

Waiting and Watching

With the hook baited, the lightning fisher must now wait and watch.
Patience is key in this stage of the process. Inspiration does not always
come easily. It may take time for the right conditions to align and for the
lightning of creativity to strike.

During this waiting period, it is important to remain open and receptive to
inspiration. Avoid distractions and allow your mind to wander. Take notes of
any ideas or fragments of language that come to you. Trust that the
lightning will come if you remain patient and persistent.

Catching the Lightning

When the lightning finally strikes, it is essential to act quickly. Lightning
fishers use a variety of tools to capture the spark of inspiration, including:

Notebooks and pens: Always carry a notebook and pen with you to
jot down ideas and fragments of verse as soon as they come to you.



Voice recorders: Recording your thoughts and ideas aloud can free
up your mind to focus on the creative process.

Digital note-taking apps: There are many apps available for
smartphones and tablets that allow you to quickly capture and
organize your notes.

Once you have captured the lightning of inspiration, the work of crafting it
into a poem begins. This involves shaping the language, developing the
metaphors and symbols, and finding the rhythm and flow of the poem.

The Lightning Fisher's Mindset

Beyond the techniques and tools, there is a particular mindset that a
lightning fisher must possess in order to be successful. This mindset
includes the following attributes:

1. Curiosity: Lightning fishers are always curious about the world around
them. They ask questions, explore new experiences, and seek out
inspiration in the most unexpected places.

2. Imagination: Lightning fishers have a vivid imagination. They are able
to see the world in new and surprising ways and to find connections
between seemingly unrelated things.

3. Persistence: Lightning fishers do not give up easily. They understand
that inspiration can be elusive, but they remain patient and persistent
in their pursuit of it.

4. Openness: Lightning fishers are open to new ideas and experiences.
They are willing to experiment with different techniques and styles in
order to find their own unique voice.



5. Gratitude: Lightning fishers are grateful for the spark of inspiration
when it comes. They recognize that creativity is a gift and they
appreciate the opportunity to share their work with others.

Fishing for lightning is not an easy task. It requires patience, persistence,
and a willingness to embrace the unknown. But for those who are willing to
venture out into the storm, the rewards can be immense.

By following the techniques, tools, and mindset of a lightning fisher, poets
can increase their chances of capturing that elusive spark of inspiration and
transforming it into brilliant works of art.

So go forth, cast your line, and wait for the lightning to strike. With a little
patience and a lot of imagination, you may just find yourself with a poem
that illuminates the world.

“ "If I can ever reach the place Where silver is piled up to seize,
To bear it heaped upon my breast, I'll bring it to the needy's
use – "
— Emily Dickinson, "Because I could not stop for Death"”
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